
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

4 AUGUST 2021 
7:30 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINTUES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster is holding a regular meeting at 7:30 PM at Village Hall, at 50 Main Street, 
Brewster, NY 10509.  

Attendees:         Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, George Gaspar Tom Boissonnault  
Village Police Chief:  John Del Gardo 
Village Engineer: Todd Atkinson 
Village Counsel: Gregory Folchetti Jennifer Herodes 
Clerk & Treasurer: Michelle Chiudina 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer: Donna Milazzo  

Pledge to flag. 

Notion of Exits 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. 

Regular Meeting 

1. Firemen’s Parade Permit. Mr. Gerry Schramek represents the Brewster Fire Department and presents the Board with 
the Parade Permit Application.  Mr. Schramek informs the Board there will be 31 Departments attending and notes that 
there may be more once the parade comes closer. He also notes that the route will be the same as it was in previous 
years; starting on Marvin Avenue to Main Street to North Main Street and ending at Markel Park. He informs the Board 
that he has spoken with the Village Police Chief, Chief Del Gardo, who will be the lead agency and has scheduled a 
meeting with the Sheriff’s Office, State Police and the Fire Police. He notes that the Fire Police Chief will be contacting 
Putnam County Response Team to help with traffic direction. Trustee Bryde notes a discrepancy on the permit that it 
states the parade will start on Argonne Road, but Mr. Schramek clarifies that that was correct at one time but not as 
many departments will be joining. Trustee Bryde also notes that the permit states 1 PM to 6 PM and Mr. Schramek 
doesn’t think it will be that long but this allows for cushion in case something comes up. Trustee Bryde asks if the Board 
will still be on the viewing stand, and Mr. Schramek confirms this. Trustee Bryde inquires about the estimated number 
of people attending and Mr. Schramek states that it is difficult to say as COVID makes events like these unpredictable, 
but he believes there could be 1,000 people attending. Trustee Gaspar recalls that Patterson had their 150th anniversary 
as well and asks how many fire departments participated, and Mr. Schramek believes that only 7 or 8. Trustee Gaspar 
also asks how many more units need to participate in order to need to use Argonne Road and Mr. Schramek states that 
it would have to be another 40 to 50 additional departments. Mr. Schramek notes that the current number of 
departments is slightly over the typical number of departments for previous year’s parades. Mayor Schoenig asks if he 
spoke with DOT as the construction on the bridge is ongoing and Clerk Chiudina states that she mentioned this parade 
at the most recent update meeting. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the Parade Permit for the Brewster Fire 
Department 150th Anniversary Celebration on August 21, 2021, starting on Marvin Avenue at 1 PM, going down Main 
Street, up North Main Street and ending at Markel Park, at 6 PM, and requests that all fees associated be waived, 
Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. Copies will be attached to these minutes.  

2. 28 Eastview Avenue. Mr. Brian Stokosa of Day-Stokosa Engineering presents the Board with plans for 28 Eastview 
Avenue. Mr. Stokosa explains the subdivision and project at the 28 Eastview property, which includes Village 
specification standards for the road and sidewalks, soil testing and the ongoing discussions of the proposal in front of 
Planning Board. Mr. Stokosa requests that the Board of Trustees approve the dedication of the road that will be 
developed at 28 Eastview. The Board discusses with Mr. Stokosa about the plans for this lot, including the burial of 
utilities and the need for a pump station in this area. Trustee Gaspar asks if DPW Superintendent Domenic Consentino 



has an issue with taking on the maintenance of the new road and Mr. Consentino states he has no issues so long as the 
road and sidewalks are built to Village specifications. Mayor Schoenig asks that the Board waits to make a decision until 
Counsel Folchetti arrives.   

3. Monthly Reports 
3.1. DPW Report. DPW Superintendent Domenic Consentino delivers the DPW Report. Mr. Consentino reports that the 

Village treated 4,700,000 gallons of water, which equates to about 153,000 gallons per day. Mr. Consentino 
discusses the sign placements on the sidewalks next to 530 North Main Street. Mr. Consentino notes that the Fire 
Department is requesting that the flags be put out on Main Street for 150th Anniversary Parade. Mr. Consentino 
asks if the Board will replace the part time person that the DPW lost. Mayor Schoenig states that it will be 
discussed. Trustee Gaspar requests that Mr. Consentino continues to monitor the progress at 530 North Main 
Street and Mr. Consentino confirms that he is in contact with the new contractor for the project and Mr. Todd 
Atkinson agrees and states that there will be new sidewalks up Wells Street and on 530 North Main Street.  Deputy 
Mayor Piccini discusses the parameters of the refuse bid that pertain to Mr. Consentino, regarding the trash cans 
in Wells Park. Mr. Consentino states that his crew empties the garbage cans from the park into the dumpster and 
the dumpster gets brought down to 208 Main Street to be emptied because when the dumpster is left unlocked, 
people dump in there illegally. Deputy Mayor Piccini notes that Suburban Contracting is supposed to empty those 
trash cans per the current contract but Mr. Consentino recalls that the DPW has always emptied the garbage in the 
park. Clerk Chiudina confirms that there are no trash cans on North Main Street and the trash cans that were on 
Main Street have been removed. Mr. Consentino confirms this and believes the only garbage can on North Main 
Street is a dumpster too close to white line but that belongs to a business. Trustee Bryde notes a property that can 
be seen from Progress Street that has a lot of debris in the back and Mr. Consentino states that it will need to 
reviewed by the Code Enforcement Officer. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the DPW Report, Trustee Gaspar, 
2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

3.2. Zoning Board Report for May, 2021. Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman Todd Gianguzzi provides the Board of 
Trustees with the decision and order that was approved at the May 13, 2021 meeting, in lieu of a report. Trustee 
Gaspar inquires if a signed decision and order was received and Clerk Chiudina confirms this. Mayor Schoenig 
motions to accept the Zoning Board of Appeals Report for May 2021, Trustee Gaspar 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. Copies 
will be attached to the minutes. 

3.3. Planning Board Reports for July, 2021. Planning Board Chairman Richard Lowell provides the Board of Trustees 
with the Planning Board Report for July, 2021. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Planning Board Report for 
July, 2021 as written, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. Copies will be attached to the minutes. 

3.4. Engineer’s Reports for July, 2021. Village Engineer, Mr. Todd Atkinson, presents the Engineer’s Report for July, 
2021. Mr. Atkinson requests that the Board approve the proposals from Black Electric, for $9,650.00 and Harper 
Control Solutions, Inc. for $16,950.00 to upgrade the control panel at the Marvin Ave pump station. Trustee Gaspar 
asks if this project is urgent and Mr. Atkinson explains that while this control panel is down, everything at the 
pump station is being done manually which could be bad if there is an issue with blockage and could cause sewage 
to flow into the East Branch Reservoir. Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the proposals from Black Electric and 
Harper Control Solutions to replace the control panel at the Marvin Avenue pump station for a total of $26,600.00, 
Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. Mr. Atkinson notes that the Carmel Avenue Bridge is scheduled to be 
completed on August 29th. Trustee Gaspar asks about inspections at the new bakery located on Route 22 and Mr. 
Atkinson confirms this and provides the Board with an update on that property from a sewer and water stand 
point. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Engineer’s Report for July, 2021, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

4. The Board requests to revisit the 28 Eastview Application as Counsel Folchetti has now arrived. Counsel Folchetti notes 
that the Planning Board Public Hearing was extended until August 17, 2021 and once the Public Hearing closes the 
Planning Board has 60 days to determine a final approval resolution and any reasonable conditions they may wish to 
impose. Counsel Folchetti mentions that the dedication of the road and pump station would be included in those 
conditions and notes that this presentation was to gauge the Board’s willingness to accept the dedications. 

5. Financial Report. Clerk Chiudina presents the Financial Report to the Board and provides a Revenue/Expense Report. 
She notes that there are currently no items that would be considered an issue as we are only in the beginning of the 
third period of the year. Clerk Chiudina informs the Board that the Village has received half of the Stimulus Money from 
the State and will receive the second half in the Summer of 2022. Clerk Chiudina also notes two grants that the Village 
is in the process of completing. One is the grant for the Police Vehicle, which we are waiting to hear back from DASNY 



to receive a Grant Document Application Number (GDA#) to submit when we purchase the car and we cannot purchase 
the car before we receive the number. The second is a grant for infrastructure from Senator Harckham’s office and that 
must be a minimum of $50,000 but no more than $100,000. This grant is a matching funds grant so if the Village would 
like to move forward with this, and she suggests ensuring the project is finished before the end of the year as we can 
use the money from the taxes to supplement the project before DASNY reimburses us.  

6. Refuse Bid. Deputy Mayor Piccini discusses the refuse bid and states that it will be presented to the Board at the next 
meeting. Deputy Mayor Piccini notes the changes of the implementation of the dual stream recycling process. She also 
notes that herself and Clerk Chiudina are gathering information on tonnage with current numbers and current numbers 
for service areas. The Board discusses the possible changes due to the Urban Renewal Project and the removal of some 
of the buildings that have residential refuse pick up. Counsel Folchetti will add in the bid that their numbers are subject 
to change with the construction and demolition of properties within the Village. Deputy Mayor Piccini notes that the 
Board will receive a copy of the final draft of the bid prior to the August 18th meeting.  

7. Work Session – Urban Renewal Project, August 11, 2021. Mayor Schoenig informs the public that there will be a Work 
Session at 7 PM for the Urban Renewal Project at St. Lawrence Gymnasium. Mayor Schoenig notes that the engineers’ 
drawings will be sent out on Friday at the latest and the Board discusses the current plans is requesting that the Village 
receive 12 hard copies and a digital copy.  

8. Minutes for Approval, July 21, 2021. Trustee Bryde approves the minutes from the July 21, 2021 Meeting, Deputy 
Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. 

9. Vouchers Payable. Trustee Bryde reviewed the vouchers at Village Hall and found everything in order. 
9.1. A -  GENERAL FUND $46,861.09 
9.2. C –  REFUSE & GARBAGE 23,854.57 
9.3. EN -  ENGINEERING FEES – ESCROW ACCOUNT 665.00  
9.4. F -  WATER FUND 13,566.18 
9.5. G - SEWER FUND 21,012.14    

Total Vouchers Payable $105,958.98 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the vouchers payable as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. 

10. Other Business.  
10.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini discusses the weed over growth on properties and how to alert property owners and 

inquires about when the street sweeper will come through the Village. Mr. Consentino states that the Town is 
currently using their street sweeper and will talk to the Town’s Highway Department about joining together to 
pave Allview Avenue. Mr. Consentino notes that the DPW takes care of the blacktop and curb weeds but 
everything else is the property owner. The Board asks that the Code Enforcement Officer looks into this.   

10.2. Trustee Bryde mentions that Mayor Schoenig, Clerk Chiudina and herself attended the Eagle Scouts 
ceremony and notes that the weather was good and there was a good turnout. She also notes that all were 
acknowledged but only one project was in the Village. She recalls that it was pleasant to see Eagle Scouts of years 
passed. Trustee Bryde asks if the same company will mow Garden Street again. Mayor Schoenig states that the 
Code Enforcement Officer needs to send another letter for order to remedy and can start the process over again.  

11. New Business. 
11.1. Mayor Schoenig discusses the $100,000 grant and notes that the money must be used for equipment and 

infrastructure and not personnel costs. Mayor Schoenig suggests that the Village use these funds to replace some 
equipment at Wells Park, possibly handicapped accessible equipment. Trustee Bryde is for it and asks if the Village 
needs someone in the park to operate the equipment and Mayor Schoenig believes that as long as the equipment 
is ADA compliant and the Village receives approval from the insurance company there is no need for someone in 
the park. 

12. Public Comment. 
12.1. Mr. Richard Prejs, Village Resident, asks about a house on Main Street that has grass that is getting high, 

and Mr. Consentino notes that the grass was cut earlier today.  
13. Mayor Schoenig motions to go into Executive Session for personnel matters, no action will be taken after the meeting, 

Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  
14. Mayor Schoenig motions to come out of Executive Session, Trustee Bryde 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0. 
15. Mayor Schoenig motions to adjourn, Trustee Gaspar 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
  


